
SUSTAINABILITY THEATRE
Time Topic Presenter Synopsis 

10:30 – 10:55 Surveyor Tim Phillips,
Quantive

How To Budget for Your Self Build Project & Control Costs - Covering the key factors that influence costs and share strategies to keep 
your build on budget throughout construction. Plus, exploring ways to cut costs without compromising on quality.

11:00 – 11:25 Find a Trade 
Suzanne 
Dobbins,
Which?

Know your trader - A whistle stop guide to practical checks you can do.

11:30 – 11:55 Course Taster Mark Stevenson Finding Land - Finding a building plot is never easy, but there are ways and means to find that elusive dream plot.

12:00 – 12:25 Funding Tom McSherry,
BuildStore

Financing Your Homebuilding Project - Arranging finance for a self build, custom build, retrofit or renovation project is very different from 
a standard mortgage. In this session, Tom McSherry from BuildStore explains the funding options available, what lenders look for, and how to 
prepare your project for a successful application, helping you avoid delays, funding gaps and costly mistakes.

13:15 – 13:40 Course Taster Mark Doodes Planning for Self Builders; Tips and Pitfalls - Our Planning expert will explain the intricacies of the planning process and how you can 
optimise your chances of getting approval for your dream home.

13:45 – 14:10 Course Taster Rob Bohm
Insights into Renovation, Conversion & Extensions - This course taster session focuses on sustainable building and energy efficiency. 
Rob, an expert in building fabrics and heating systems, offers valuable insights for anyone thinking of undertaking a renovation, conversion or 
extension project.

14:15 – 14:40 Course Taster Andrew Jones Your VAT position as a self-builder - One of the joys of self-building is the option to claim a VAT refund! If you're a DIY builder, 
building a new home or converting a non-residential building into a home you should qualify. We’ll discuss what you need to know.

FRIDAY 15th MAY

Theatre Timetables

BUILD IT THEATRE
Time Topic Presenter Synopsis 

10:30 – 10:55 Timber Frames David Elsby,
Fleming Homes

Can I Build Here? to Here’s How - For many self-builders, the biggest hurdle is finding the right plot. This session explores smart ways to 
spot opportunities, assess them quickly and provides insight on feasibility concerns and planning potential. So, you can act with confidence 
when the right plot appears.

11:00 – 11:25 Windows and 
Roof Windows

Simon Tomblin,
Velux The Renovation Revolution - Tackling the problem of getting natural daylight into extensions.

12:00 – 12:45 Heat & Energy 
Q&A

Panel of expert 
partners

The Heat & Energy Panel - Find out everything you need to know about the various ways to bring heat and energy to your home, 
with our panel of experts including Total Home Environment, Nu-Heat and GB Sol.

13:00 – 13:25 Insulation
Dave Judd,
Ecological 
Building Systems

Retro EcoWall - A complete low energy solution for internal wall insulation. For traditional solid stone and brick walls.

13:30 – 13:55 Infrared 
Heating

Rod Davies,
Energy Carbon

Alternative Heating Solutions - the mystery and myths of infrared explained - A dive into infrared heating technologies, how it 
works, it’s benefits, the differences in types and how to maximise your space, efficiency and comfort within a renovation of new build project.

14:00 – 14:25 Rainwater 
Harvesting 

Ian Woodcock,
Rainwater 
Harvesting

Discover the many advantages of installing a Rainwater Harvesting system - Why flush toilets and water plants with drinking 
quality water?

14:30 – 14:55 Lifts/ Home 
Automations 

Lee Priest,
Gartec

Future-Proof Your Home: Home Lifts for Private Residences - How modern home lift solutions can enhance accessibility and comfort 
for homeowners planning for every stage of life. The presentation highlights key design options, safety features, and practical considerations for 
integrating a lift seamlessly into both new builds and existing homes.

EXHIBITOR STAND DEMOS 

Time Presenter/Stand Synopsis 

11:00 & 15:00 Good Energy 
Renovation House

Good Energy Renovation House Solar Surgery - Throughout this tour of the Renovation House, Good Energy will explain the integration of solar panels, 
battery storage, and EV chargers, and how they can help you manage your energy tariffs, during a renovation.

13:15 Finishes Zone Meet the Finishes Zone Experts - Are you at the exciting stage of adding the finishing touches to your dream home? Join us in the Finishes Zone and take a 
guided journey around the wheel, where you’ll meet our expert exhibitors and discover how they can help bring your vision to life.

12:30 - 13:00 Mezzanine
Benchmark & Premium Ticket Holder Exclusive: Expert Q&A - This exclusive event brings together three self-build experts, giving you the opportunity 
to have all your questions answered while enjoying complimentary Prosecco, juices, and cakes. Experts include Jenny from AC Architects, Mark from Mark 
Doodes Planning, and Mark Stevenson, an independent project manager and land-finding specialist.

GUIDED TOURS

Time Expert Tour (all tours are 45 minutes)

11:00 Alan Passivhaus

11:30 Colin New Build

11:30 Rob Renovation House

12:30 Nick Retrofit Zone

14:00 Colin Renovation House

14:30 Rob Retrofit Zone

Course taster sessions – Claim 15% off all NSBRC Courses today only!
Ask at our Booking Desk for details.

NOTES



SUSTAINABILITY THEATRE
Time Topic Presenter Synopsis 

10:30 – 10:55 Design 
Principles

Jenny Chandela,
AC Architects

Essential Design Principles with Jenny Chandela, Allan Corfield Architects - Getting the right team in place makes all the 
difference! Allan Corfield Architects walks you through how to choose your design team, when to bring them on board, and what to 
expect at each stage—helping your project flow smoothly from first ideas to finished build.

11:00 – 11:25 Find a Trade Alli Gay,
FMB / TTAB

Self‑Build Simplified: Choosing the Right Builder and Staying Sane - Building or renovating a home can feel overwhelming, 
with conflicting advice at every turn. This presentation cuts through the noise, helping self‑builders understand how to choose the right builder, 
manage risk, and stay in control of their project. Drawing on real‑world experience from construction and consultancy, it offers practical 
guidance to reduce stress, avoid costly mistakes, and build with confidence from start to finish.

11:30 – 11:55 Course Taster Mark Stevenson Finding Land - Finding a building plot is never easy, but there are ways and means to find that elusive dream plot.

12:00 – 12:25 Funding Tom McSherry,
BuildStore

Financing Your Homebuilding Project - Arranging finance for a self build, custom build, retrofit or renovation project is very different from 
a standard mortgage. In this session, Tom McSherry from BuildStore explains the funding options available, what lenders look for, and how to 
prepare your project for a successful application, helping you avoid delays, funding gaps and costly mistakes.

13:15 – 13:40 Course Taster Mark Doodes Planning for Self Builders; Tips and Pitfalls - Our Planning expert will explain the intricacies of the planning process and how you can 
optimise your chances of getting approval for your dream home.

13:45 – 14:10 Course Taster Rob Bohm
Insights into Renovation, Conversion & Extensions - This course taster session focuses on sustainable building and energy efficiency. 
Rob, an expert in building fabrics and heating systems, offers valuable insights for anyone thinking of undertaking a renovation, conversion or 
extension project.

14:15 – 14:40 Course Taster Andrew Jones Your VAT position as a self-builder - One of the joys of self-building is the option to claim a VAT refund! If you're a DIY builder, 
building a new home or converting a non-residential building into a home you should qualify. We’ll discuss what you need to know.

SATURDAY 16th MAY

BUILD IT THEATRE
Time Topic Presenter Synopsis 

10:30 – 10:55 Timber Frames Max Ellis,
MBC

Building with High Performance & Passivhaus Timber Frame Systems - This presentation will briefly look at the advantages of 
building with timber frame and working with an offsite manufacturer and then take a deeper dive into the subtle differences between high 
performance and Passivhaus construction.

11:00 – 11:25 Windows and 
Doors Dovista 

Windows and Doors Decoded: Make the Right Choice for You - Discover how to choose windows and doors that balance style, 
performance, and budget. We’ll cover materials, glazing, thermal efficiency, and smart design choices to help you make the best decision for 
your home.

12:00 – 12:45 Heat & Energy 
Q&A

Panel of expert 
partners

The Heat & Energy Panel - Find out everything you need to know about the various ways to bring heat and energy to your home, 
with our panel of experts including PBT Renewables, Multipipe and Unico.

13:00 – 13:25 Author & 
Influencer

Judith 
Leary-Joyce

What my old Victorian house taught me about retrofit and future proofing - Judith embarked on a retrofit of her 1901 Victorian 
terrace with non-specialist builders and the desire to make the home a legacy for the future. The only option was to get her head down and learn 
enough to work with the builder in order to get the house she wanted. The end result is plenty of 'homeowner learning' - knowledge that allows 
her to cut through the jargon and hold a sensible conversation with the builder. Since true eco builders are still few and far between, she is on a 
mission to help all homeowners understand enough to get the house they want for now and the future.

13:30 – 13:55 Insulation Jeremy Hayden, 
Mike Wye

A Beginners Guide to Retrofit Insulation - The Beginners Guide to Insulation is just that, looking at why we insulate, the benefits, problems 
that can arise and how to mitigate for them.

14:00 – 14:25 Sustainable 
Kitchens

Mark Byers, 
Sustique

Sustainable Kitchens: 8 Rules for Getting It Right First Time - Designing a new kitchen is a major investment, yet most are replaced 
within 10–15 years due to poor planning, material choices, and changing needs. In this practical and thought-provoking session, Mark Byers 
of Sustique shares eight clear rules to help self-builders and renovators create kitchens that last longer, perform better, and have a lower 
environmental impact.

14:30 – 14:55 Cladding & 
Decking

Kyran Gear,
Millboard

Decking & Cladding That Lasts: Why Quality Composite Outperforms Timber in the Long Run - Timber has long been the 
default for self-builders, but there's more to the decision than first appears. In this session we explore how quality composite decking and 
cladding stacks up against timber and wood plastic composites across lifespan, maintenance demands, and long-term performance.

(N.B. Live seminars do not need to be booked in advance and all talks are subject to change)

EXHIBITOR STAND DEMOS 

Time Presenter/Stand Synopsis 

11:00 & 15:00 Good Energy 
Renovation House

Good Energy Renovation House Solar Surgery - Throughout this tour of the Renovation House, Good Energy will explain the integration of solar panels, 
battery storage, and EV chargers, and how they can help you manage your energy tariffs, during a renovation.

13:15 Finishes Zone Meet the Finishes Zone Experts - Are you at the exciting stage of adding the finishing touches to your dream home? Join us in the Finishes Zone and take a 
guided journey around the wheel, where you’ll meet our expert exhibitors and discover how they can help bring your vision to life.

12:30 - 13:00 Mezzanine
Benchmark & Premium Ticket Holder Exclusive: Expert Q&A - This exclusive event brings together three self-build experts, giving you the opportunity 
to have all your questions answered while enjoying complimentary Prosecco, juices, and cakes. Experts include Jenny from AC Architects, Mark from Mark 
Doodes Planning, and Mark Stevenson, an independent project manager and land-finding specialist.

GUIDED TOURS

Time Expert Tour (all tours are 45 minutes)

11:00 Alan Passivhaus

11:30 Colin New Build

11:30 Rob Renovation House

12:00 Nick Retrofit Zone

14:00 Colin Renovation House

14:30 Rob Retrofit Zone

Course taster sessions – Claim 15% off all NSBRC Courses today only!
Ask at our Booking Desk for details.

NOTES


